
Ludwig van Beethoven

The Grand Place in Brussels
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A castle on the Rhine River

An aerial view of Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad)

Exploring the world of Beethoven; 
discovering his Flemish heritage;
visiting his birthplace in Bonn;

tracing his journeys in Bohemia;
studying his life and career in Vienna

Concerts, Lectures, and Rare Excursions

July 27 - August 11, 2012

Co-Directors for the 2012 Tour

Adam Wibrowski
Conservatory of Paris

Dr. William Wellborn 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music

Beethoven Tour
2012

 Austria, Czech Republic,
Belgium, and Germany



Ludwig van Beethoven was surely one of the great 
composers of all time, and this year co-directors William 
Wellborn and Adam Wibrowski have organized an 
exciting musical tour of Beethoven’s life and career.  
Our travels through four countries focus on several 
different aspects of his life.  In Belgium we examine 
the lesser-known, but important subject of Beethoven’s 
Flemish heritage.  His birthplace in Bonn and early life 
in Germany are our next topic. A visit to the Czech towns 
of Karlovy Vary and Teplitz provides insight into the 
fascinating subjects of Beethoven and the “Immortal 
Beloved,” and his meeting with Goethe. And in the 
ever beautiful city of Vienna we discover anew the focal 
point of the composer’s artistic life.  

Our tour begins in Brussels, where we marvel at the 
magnificent architecture of the Grand Place. Highlights 
here include a Beethoven concert and the fascinating 
collection at the world-renowned Musical Instruments 
Museum, along with the Art Nouveau collection at the 
Horta Museum, and the famous Atomium.  In the 
nearby town of Mechelen, we discover the birthplace of 
Beethoven’s grandfather, and its special importance for 
the composer.  A day-trip to Bruges offers a visit to one 
of the most charming medieval towns in Europe.

In Bonn we see the finest Beethoven collection in the 
world, learn about his earliest works, and hear a concert 
at the Beethovenhaus. Other interesting sights include 
the Beethoven statue and the baroque Elector’s Palace.  
A cruise on the Rhine River allows us to relax and enjoy 
the beautiful scenery of this legendary region.    

In the Czech Republic we follow the path of Beethoven’s 
travels through Bohemia in 1811 and 1812. Here 
we learn of his famous meeting with Goethe, as well 
as the romantic story of the Immortal Beloved. In the 
fashionable spa town of Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad) 
we also attend concerts at the annual Karlovy Vary 
Beethoven Festival. 

Vienna is our final destination, and here we visit two of 
Beethoven’s most significant residences- the Pasqualati 
and Heiligenstadt houses, each of them with important 
stories. During our private tour of the Theater an der 
Wien we learn about the premier of Fidelio, and at the 
moving Zentralfriedhof we see the graves of Beethoven, 
Schubert, Brahms, and other important composers. Vienna 
offers a wealth of attractions- the Art History Museum, 
the Hofburg Palace, the Belvedere- all of them providing 
insight into the fascinating life and world of Beethoven.

Registration

 Name

 Address

 City			   State		  Zip

 Telephone			   E-Mail

					   
 Profession

 Name of traveling companion (if applicable)

Fee Payment*

Deposit of $1095 due with application

 1st installment—$2500		  due April 1
 2nd installment—$2500		  due May 1

 *based on double occupancy

 Make checks payable to Chopintour

 To reserve space send this form and deposit to:

Beethoven Tour 2012
Dr. William Wellborn
2379 20th Avenue #9

San Francisco, CA 94116
FAX:  c/o William Wellborn (415) 503-6299

No refunds after May 2

Dr. William Wellborn is an internationally-recognized 
pianist, teacher, and lecturer.  He is a faculty member at 
the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and records for 
the Marco Polo and Cambria Master Recordings labels.  
A scholar of historic pianists, he created and hosted the 
popular San Francisco radio program “Piano Legacy.”  
His concert tours and teaching have taken him to North 
and South America, Europe, and Japan.  Polish-born 
pianist Adam Wibrowski is professor of piano at the 
Paris National Conservatory.  Founder and director of the 
acclaimed In Search of Chopin tours, he also created the 
Austrian International Piano Seminar and is head of the 
European Piano Program.  In addition to adjudicating at 
international competitions such as the Gina Bachauer, the 
Artur Rubinstein, and the Gilmore Festival, his professional 
activities include recitals, workshops, masterclasses, and 
lectures throughout Europe, the US, and the Far East.

Highlights of this exciting tour include
•	

Brussels•	 - concert at the Musical Instruments
Museum•	 ; the spectacular Grand Place
Day-trips to the towns of •	 Bruges and Mechelen
Concert and visit of •	 Beethoven Museum in Bonn 	

	 Optional day cruise on the Rhine River		
	 Karlovy Vary Beethoven Festival; visit to 

Teplitz•	  
Vienna•	 - Theater an der Wien; Beethoven
residences- •	 Pasqualati and Heiligenstadt houses; 	

	 composers’ graves at Zentralfriedhof; gala dinner 	
	 at the famed Sacher Hotel; Beethoven concert 		
	 Specially arranged concerts and lectures~
Price of $6095 USD* includes round-trip airfare from 
New York City, four-star hotel accommodations, two 
meals per day, and travel within Europe

*price based on double occupancy- single rooms 
available with added surcharge 

For more information contact

Dr. William Wellborn  
2379 20th Avenue #9, San Francisco, CA 94116
(415) 503-6200 ext. 6618; FAX: (415) 503-6299
EMAIL: Chopintour@aol.com
WEB: www.williamwellborn.com
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